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Monday, Jan 16
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

NO SCHOOL

Tuesday, Jan 17
School Committee Meeting

7 pm

Wednesday, Jan 18
“Savings Makes Cents”

 
Thursday, Jan 19

All School Sing
2:30 Gymnasium

 
Sunday, Jan 22
CNC Play Group

10-11:30 am Gym

 
Friday, Jan 27

End of 1st semester

Milk bought a la carte costs 
$0.50. Please send the kids 
in with milk money.



 
Union #28 Updates from the Superintendent 

 
 

Union #28 Mission Statement: 
 
Union #28 strives to ensure equitable access to deep and meaningful educational experiences for every 
student. 

 
Each new year, many of us take the time to reflect on the previous year and plan for the new 
year. In Union #28, there have been surveys shared with staff relative to student support 
services and professional development. Continuous improvement is based in part on a 
feedback loop and as a Leadership Team, we will be analyzing and discussing the feedback we 
receive as we continue to plan for the future. 
 
We are working as a Leadership Team to review and analyze the data we received from our 
professional development survey.  From this discussion, we will continue planning our 
professional development for staff.  This information is key as we plan for this year and into the 
future.  We are grateful for the thoughtful feedback shared by staff. 
 
As part of our Union #28 reflection process, the Director of Student Support and I have crafted a 
“Roadmap for Continuous Improvement for Student Support Services in Union #28.”  An 
effective continuous improvement system in a school system emphasizes the learner’s 
experience, stakeholder engagement, and data collection and analysis to guide and inform both 
planning and executing a school’s improvement journey. In looking at our student support 
services program through the lens of continuous improvement, we are focusing on Priority #4 
from our District Strategic Plan:  Establishing equitable learning environments and coordinating 
practices across four key settings - classrooms, schools, families, and communities -  that 
support students' social, emotional, and academic development.  
We have shared student support services surveys with families, school leaders, staff and 
student support services liaisons.  The Director and I look forward to analyzing that data to plan 
professional development for staff that supports accessible and equitable learning environments 
for all students and ways we can support staff and students. We are also planning to have 
“Coffee and Conversation” meetings with stakeholders very soon.  Please look for notices to be 
out in the future!   
 
January also brings budget season in Union #28 and our four districts.  The annual budget is the 
financial expression of the goals of the School Committee in meeting the needs of all students.  A 
budget is a spending plan, which is developed well in advance of the fiscal year. Circumstances 
may occur which necessitate changing spending priorities and redirecting funds within the budget 

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/11WzCzrsdIPqPSGZZfgbWtXZwFGZ5WqkAm_vAVd72ZYQ/edit


accordingly. Revisions to the budget may be made from time to time by the Committee, upon the 
recommendation of the Superintendent. 
Annual budgets reflect the priorities established in the district strategic and school improvement 
plans.  A sound budget development process is established to ensure that the annual operating 
budget accurately reflects the district's and schools’ goals. The budget is a financial planning tool 
that grounds itself in careful analysis of student achievement, enrollment, mandated services, and 
community values to allocate resources towards the goals set by the Committee. The first priority 
in the development of an annual budget will be the educational welfare of the children in our 
schools.  The Committee also holds in balance the valid interest of the taxpayers.  A very big 
thank you to all of our school committee members who spend countless hours working with 
administration in preparing our budgets!  We are most appreciative of your efforts and support. 

Our Director of Finance and Operations has been tasked with creating a district-wide wellness 
committee.  The Union #28 Wellness Advisory Council met for the first time in November.  This 
Council is composed of Principals, PE teachers, Nurses, Psychologists, Food Service Directors, 
and School Committee members across all four schools.  The meeting gave us a chance to 
assess our practices and policies regarding physical and health education, nutrition, social and 
emotional health, and family involvement.  Next steps will involve building goals and planning 
guidance for our school communities.  The Council uses the Whole School, Whole Community, 
Whole Child frameworks. 

Finally, a special shout out to Shutesbury Elementary School! Our very own SES was featured in 
the Commissioner’s Weekly Update, news from Commissioner Jeff Riley and the 
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.  Way to go!! 

 

 

 

After reading Buckets, Dippers and Lids:  Secrets to Your Happiness by Carol McCloud, as part of their “Choose Love” social and 
emotional learning curriculum, students at Shutesbury Elementary School collected more than 150 bucket filling examples and were 
rewarded at an all-school assembly.  Congratulations to the students and staff !(photo courtesy of Shutesbury Elementary School) 

 

I look forward to sharing more with you over the next half of the year. 

 Jennifer Culkeen, Superintendent of Schools 



Mrs. Buell’s Preschool has teamed up with fifth graders for reading buddies! The Preschoolers 
love to interact with the older students in the school, and they also look up to them as role 
models. Having reading buddies provides them with the ability to listen to other students read 
fluently, while building oral vocabulary, and in a fun, authentic, way. Both students are able to 
discuss the text together, while also building a sense of community. Some benefits of having 
reading buddies for the older students are; practicing leadership roles, building confidence in 
their reading, and acting as a mentor for the younger students. This is a great activity that we 
are lucky to be involved with, and we look forward to each visit!  

Continued on next page�





Thursday, January 19� is

(and slippers!)

Courtesy of: Third Grade

A� Sch!l Sing at 2:30



Erving Elementary School Erving Elementary School 

Accelerated Reader Achievement AwardsAccelerated Reader Achievement Awards

On Friday, January 13th, Mrs. Burke hosted grades three, four, and five in the Well of the Library 
to honor students who have been inducted into the Accelerated Reader Achievement Club. To 
receive this honor, students must read certain books, and then take a quiz to be allotted points. 
On this day we had six students being awarded either twenty-five, or fifty points (although some 
were VEEEERRRRRYYY close to getting the next bracket!). Congratulations to Amber (25 
points), Ella (25 points), Sigurd (25 points), Max (50 points), Lucian (50 points), and Janessa 
(50 points). If students receive enough points they are immortalized by having their names 
added to a plaque in the library for generations to come! 

Congratulations, Amber!
Continued on next page�



Continued on next page�

Congratulations, Ella!

Congratulations, Sigurd!



Continued on next page�

Congratulations, Max!

Congratulations, Lucien!



Congratulations, Janessa!



Ziva �e Police Comfort Dog

I visited the littles with 
my human today. My human 
did a really good job being 
patient with me when I got 
really excited. I told her 
she was a good human! I 
can’t help but get happy 
when I see all of the kids 
waiting to meet me!

Continued on next page�
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The Department of Mental Health has launched a new 
Behavioral Health Help Line (https://www.masshelpline.com) that people 
can call or text at 833-773-2445. It is available 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week in more than 200 languages. The help line can help 
individuals and families navigate the behavioral health system and access 
treatment, including mobile crisis services. District and school leaders are 
asked to please share this resource with staff, families, and students, 
where helpful. For more information, please see the FAQ (
https://www.masshelpline.com/faq/).Anyone with questions or 
concerns about the help line can email the help line director at 
Mio.Tamanaha@mass.gov.

New State Behavioral 
Health Help Line:

Please don’t forget to send your kids in 
with warm winter clothing. They are 
playing outdoors all year ‘round, so they 
need hats, mittens or gloves, boots, 
snow pants, and heavy coats. You may 
want to send in some spare clothing, for 
if/when they get wet.

Also… don’t forget to check out our 
LOST AND FOUND if you are missing 
clothing!

From the

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=6eaf834422&e=b05e63dafc__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!irzY4GKPlZfA7jfoerUyah6qH0kTikvmmlRbxAv0t87DGbYuFFj773brvqg_2HyvcUEbW172h6ZgbWHh-XV7djoQX2MjKRxNP0uW$
https://www.masshelpline.com/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=e71f810c29&e=b05e63dafc__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!irzY4GKPlZfA7jfoerUyah6qH0kTikvmmlRbxAv0t87DGbYuFFj773brvqg_2HyvcUEbW172h6ZgbWHh-XV7djoQX2MjKetvmytA$
https://www.masshelpline.com/faq/
mailto:Mio.Tamanaha@mass.gov


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erving Elementary School is beginning to register preschool and 
kindergarten aged students for the 2023-2024 school year. 

 
Preschool: If you have a child who will be 3 or 4 years old by September 

1, 2023 and you live in the town of Erving, they are eligible to attend 
preschool at Erving Elementary School. 

 
 

Kindergarten: If you have a child who will be 5 years old by September 
1, 2023, and you live in the town of Erving, he/she is eligible to attend 
kindergarten at Erving Elementary School. 

 
**Students currently attending Erving Elementary School are 

automatically enrolled for their next school year. 
 

 
All registration packets are due by March 3, 2023 

 
 

Please contact the school at 413 423-3326 with any questions and 
to obtain a registration packet. 

 

Erving Elementary School 
 

Preschool and Kindergarten 
Registration 

 



Looking for something to do this weekend?

Join us Saturday January, 14th for a 10 am showing
of Puss In Boots.

Where: The Greenfield Garden Cinemas.
Cost: $5.00

All proceeds will benefit Erving Elementary
School P.I.E.E.





ERVING PUBLIC LIBRARY

Teen Movie Monday
Monday, 1/30

3:30 PM
in the MakerSpace

2 CARE DRIVE, ERVING, MA 01344
413-423-3348

LIBRARY@ERVING-MA.GOV

Make

your own

Shell

w/Shoes

on!

Learn howto askanonymousquestions!

Movie Pick of the Month
Marcel:

The Shell with Shoes On

With

Andrea the

Librarian



ERVING PUBL IC L IBRARY

STORY & 
PLAY GROUP

 

2 Care Drive, Erving, MA 01344
library@erving-ma.gov      413-423-3348

A sensory playtime with
storytelling and word

development. For toddlers
and their caregivers. No

RSVP required. Spanish and
English friendly. 

1ST & 3RD SUNDAYS
 

10-10:45 AM
January 15th  (no group Jan 1.)



 

TOWN OF ERVING 
 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 
2 Care Drive, off Rt 63 

ERVING, MASSACHUSETTS 01344 

413-423-3348 library@erving-ma.gov 

Abigail Baines 
Library Director 

 
Jean Daley 

Assistant Director 
 

Andrea DeIuliis 
Youth Services 

Librarian 

PRESS RELEASE: December 16, 2022 
January Events at Erving Public Library. All are free! 

 
Puzzle Swap: Sunday, January 8th, 1:00-3:00 p.m. We have many jigsaw puzzles for you to 
browse or select as a swap. Bring a puzzle to swap or select a puzzle to borrow. All ages 
welcome. Brought to you by the Friends of the Library. Location: Community Room. 
 
Story & Play Group: Sunday, January 15th, 10-10:45 a.m. (1st & 3rd Sundays, no group Jan. 1) 
A sensory playtime with storytelling and word development for toddlers and their caregivers. No 
RSVP required. Spanish and English friendly. Coffee for adults. Location: Kids’ Room. 
 
Family Game Day: Sunday, January 22nd, 1:00 p.m. Bring your gaming skills and try one of 
the library’s Nintendo Switch games! Fun for the whole family, children under 11 must be 
accompanied by an adult. Participation prize for all attendees. RSVP requested, 12 spots are 
available, please call or email the library to sign up. Location: Community Room. 
 
Teen Movie Monday: Monday, January 30th, 3:30pm  
Enjoy free snacks, drink, and chat with our Youth Services Librarian. For youth ages 11-19. 
Movie of the month starts at 4pm! There will also be a craft activity to go along with the January 
movie. No RSVP required. Location: Makerspace. 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This presentation is for adults who wish to learn how to keep kids safe and secure online. 
Content is inappropriate for young children.  

Please be aware of who can see your screen and hear your audio! 

 
 
Social Media 101/Digital Footprint 
Cyberbullying 
Sexting 
Gaming 
Victim Support 
Protecting Against Online Predation 

 
 

Anne Paruti, Assistant United States Attorney 
Andrew Kelleher, HSI Special Agent  
Lauryn Myers, Victim Witness Specialist  

REGISTRATION DETAILS 
Event address for attendees (use Chrome!): 

 https://usao.webex.com/usao/onstage/g.php?MTID=ec3d8ccd61ccdd26ee39d8c6ffd5c57aa 
Password:  PSC1 

Questions or difficulty registering? 
Please contact Karen Legace @ USAMA.PSCOutreach@usdoj.gov 

 

https://usao.webex.com/usao/onstage/g.php?MTID=ec3d8ccd61ccdd26ee39d8c6ffd5c57aa
mailto:USAMA.PSCOutreach@usdoj.gov


Food Banks

COMMUNITY RESOURCES

Monday - Friday 10:00AM - 1:30 PM Please bring some form of 
identification if possible - it does not have to be government issue. 
If you are unable to come to the food pantry please call 413-863- 
9549. Door Dash provides free delivery service within a 20 mile 
radius of the pantry. 

96 4th St., Turners Falls MA
Northfield Clothing Closet
243 Millers Falls Rd Northfield, MA 
Located at the Field Library at 243 Millers Falls Rd Northfield, MA 
01360. They have sizes ranging from preemie through 18 years, 
women's/men's in teen styles (ex: women's 00 through 22), maternity/ 
nursing attire, and winter gear (coats, hats, gloves, boots). They also 
have sneakers and rain boots, swim gear, baby carriers, bottles, and 
some diapers.

Everything is free to everyone. No income or residency requirements. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters  

Community Mentoring Program
"This program matches youth, ages 6-14 with adults aged 21+ who 
live in Franklin County, for one-to-one mentorship and friendship. 
Matches meet on their own schedule, meeting 2-4 times a month 
for a few hours doing things that they both enjoy. Matches last a 
minimum of one year but can be as long as desired or until the 
child turns 19. We are always ongoing enrollment for this 
program!"

Franklin County

franklinareasurvivalcenter.org

https://bbbs-fc.org/enrollachild/

Franklin Area Survival Center

Franklin County Community Meals Program & 
Montague Senior Center

Every 3rd Wednesday 1:30 - 2:30 PM
62 5th St. Turners Falls

North Leverett Baptist Church Food Distribution 
Center
70 N Leverett Rd, Leverett, MA 

Franklin County Community Meals Program

Open Thursdays 10 am – 3pm
Call (978) 544-2149 for details

https://www.fccmp.org/

Orange Food Pantry
l18 East Main Street, Orange, MA

Turners Falls Mobile Food Bank
62 5th Street Turners Falls, MA
3rd Wednesday monthly, 1:30 PM – 2:30 PM

Distributing hot meals and grocery bags to go Mondays 
4:30 – 6:00 from the sidewalk in front of the church

Orange Pantry Pop-UP table providing pantry staples 
in addition to the weekly Tuesday meal in Greenfield.
Distributing hot meals to-go Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays 4:45-5:45 on the side driveway.

Monday:
Our Lady of Peace Church 7th Street, Turners Falls MA

Tuesday & Wednesday:
Second Congregational Church 16 Court Square, 
Greenfield MA 01301

Thursday: 
ORANGE
Orange United Methodist Church, 104 South Main Street, Orange MA
Distributing bagged meals to-go Thursdays 5:00 – 5:30 every week.
We are currently providing a hot grab and go meal, a brown bag to 
take home and additional grocery items.

NORTHFIELD
Trinitarian Congregational Church 147 Main Street, Northfield MA
4th Thursday of Every Month 5:00 – 6:00pm

1st and 3rd Monday of every month from 7 - 8PM

tel:978-544-2149
https://goo.gl/maps/CzxYs4gYnPMTfnsH6
https://goo.gl/maps/YodMJBRCSwtiCDjN6
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